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MORE THAN 200 WOMEN'S
RIGHTS ORGANISATIONS URGE EU
TO PROTECT DEDICATED
FUNDING IN NEXT MULTIANNUAL
FINANCIAL FRAMEWORK

Brussels, 8th of July 2026

More than 200 women'’s rights organisations and platforms across Europe have issued a joint
letter to Members of the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union calling
for dedicated, visible funding for women's rights, equality between women and men, and the
prevention of violence against women and girls within the next EU Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF, 2028-2034).

According to the research carried out in 15 EU states under MOTERIS project, women's rights
are disappearing from the EU's budget priorities.

We are concerned that within increasingly merged funding frameworks, such as the proposed
AgoraEU programme, support for women's rights and substantive equality between women
and men risks becoming less visible and less accessible, at a time when many organisations are
already facing increased demand for services, shrinking national funding, and growing
opposition to women's rights across Europe.

We Call on Members of the European Parliament to:

¢ Defend allocation and monitoring of budgeting taking into account the distinct needs of
women and girls, mainstreaming the principle of equality between women and men across
the EU budget cycle, and require regular reporting on spending and results related to
gender budgeting commitments

¢ Oppose the integration of funding for women's rights into broad, non-earmarked and
generic funding envelopes that make tracking and access more difficult

e Ensure that DAPHNE funding_stream - within or outside of CERV+ - is defined and
ringfenced as addressing exclusively violence against women and girls, and not broad
categories or other groups affected by gender based violence.
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https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/Moteris-Letter-EP-members-of-committee-MEPs.pdf
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/Moteris-Letter-EP-members-of-committee-MEPs.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/2025/08/moteris-protectiong-the-civic-space-of-women-and-girls/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/05/12/agoraeu-council-agrees-partial-mandate-on-new-programme-to-support-culture-media-and-democratic-values/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/cerv-2024-daphne
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e Ensure that specialist single-sex organisations providing services to female victims of
discrimination and violence, including those supporting survivors of systems of prostitution,
have equal access to EU funding within national and EU funding streams and will not
become excluded in EU funding calls and project selection

¢ Promote multiannual operating grants and simplified access procedures for women's rights
organisations, particularly small and grassroots organisations

e Ensure that women’s rights and equality between women and men remain visible priorities
within future EU funding programmes.

Women's rights and equality between women and men are legal obligations under EU law.
The future EU budget must reflect and prioritise EU values and commitments to women’s
rights, equality between women and men, fundamental rights and democracy.

About MOTERIS

The project is coordinated by the Swedish Women'’s Lobby in close partnership with the
European Network of Migrant Women, the Hungarian Women's Lobby, the
Coordination Francaise pour le Lobby Européen des Femmes (CLEF), and the Lithuanian
Women'’s Lobby. Together, these partners bring a wealth of national and EU-level
expertise to address a pressing challenge: the shrinking civic space for women'’s rights
organisations and defenders.
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https://sverigeskvinnoorganisationer.se/in-english/
https://www.migrantwomennetwork.org/
https://womenlobby.org/hungarian-women-s-lobby/
https://www.clef-femmes.fr/
https://lmlo.lt/en/about-us/
https://lmlo.lt/en/about-us/
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