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On the night of 31 October 2025, an accommodation centre in Drogheda, County Louth,
Ireland, housing women and children seeking international protection, was deliberately
set on fire. Several residents were rescued by emergency services, including four
children. No fatalities were reported, but the incident is being investigated by the Irish
police as an attempted murder.

We unequivocally condemn this act of male violence against women and
children. Accommodation centers for refugees and asylum seekers must be safe spaces,
especially for women who have already escaped male violence, war and persecution.
For many, this is the first place where they can begin to rebuild their lives. To attack
such a refuge is to replicate the very violence they fled — denying women their right to
safety, dignity and life itself.

Women often flee male violence in their home countries — including domestic
abuse, sexual assault, forced marriage or trafficking — in search of protection. That they
are once again confronted with male violence in Europe is unacceptable. It exposes the
persistent failure of states to protect women from male perpetrators and to guarantee
secure living conditions for those seeking refuge.

We call on the Government of Ireland and responsible authorities to:

- Carry out a full and transparent investigation and ensure that those responsible are
prosecuted;

- Provide immediate relocation, medical and psychological support to all affected
women and children;

- Implement stronger protection and monitoring measures in all accommodation
facilities housing women and families;

- Fulfil Ireland’s obligations under the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, the Istanbul
Convention, and the Reception Conditions Directive, which require the State to ensure
safety, non-discrimination and humane living conditions for persons seeking
protection.

As an organisation committed to the rights and safety of migrant and refugee women,
we stand in solidarity with the residents of the attacked centre and all women facing
male violence. No woman should flee violence only to encounter it again on
European soil. Protection must mean safety — in law, in policy, and in practice.
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