
 
 

 

Observer to the Gender Equality Commission 
  

WOMEN ARE PAYING FOR A WAR THEY DID NOT START 

  

ENoMW’s position 

  

• Europe cannot speak about peace while excluding women from shaping it. In the 

middle of Europe, in the 21st century, Russia’s war against Ukraine continues to have 

devastating and disproportionate consequences for women and girls, including 

displacement, conflict-related sexual violence, trafficking, poverty and heightened 

insecurity. Despite the central impact of the war on women’s lives, there remains a 

serious lack of meaningful participation of women leaders in high-level peace 

negotiations as well as women’s rights defenders and feminist civil society in decision-

making processes concerning the future of peace and security in Europe. ENoMW 

stresses that the exclusion of women from political and peacebuilding processes 

undermines the implementation of the Women, Peace and Security agenda and weakens 

the prospects for sustainable, inclusive, and rights-based peace. 

• ENoMW is concerned that women’s rights may further deteriorate in the context 

of Russia’s war against Ukraine and Ukraine’s EU accession process. Recent 

attempts to introduce changes to the Ukrainian Civil Code, including proposals that 

initially envisaged the possibility of marriage for girls from the age of 14, raise serious 

concerns about the weakening of protections for women and girls during and after war. 

At the same time, women serving in the Ukrainian army continue to face lack of 

properly adapted equipment, inadequate conditions responding to women’s needs, 

stigma, discrimination and violence within military structures. War must not be used to 

justify the rollback of women’s rights and protections under the guise of wartime 

necessity. 

• Prostitution is violence against women. The term “forced prostitution” used in 

Recommendation (2010)10 of the Committee of Ministers on the role of women and 

men in conflict prevention and resolution and in peace building shall not be used in any 

European Recommendations. There is no volunteer prostitution, especially during 

conflicts and war. During conflicts, women are pushed into prostitution to obtain food, 

shelter, safe passage, documents, protection from violence, including by soldiers and 

men in positions of power. This is survival under conditions created by war and 

displacement.  In line with Article 3 of the Istanbul Convention, prostitution in conflict 

settings constitutes gender-based violence resulting in physical, sexual, psychological 

and economic harm to women and girls, rooted in coercion, abuse of vulnerability and 

unequal power relations. ENoMW calls for the deletion of the word “forced”.  

  

ENoMW is a feminist secular migrant-women led platform of NGOs and individual women that 

advocates for the rights, freedoms and dignity of migrant, refugee and ethnic minority women 

and girls in Europe. Our membership ranges from grassroots service providers to NGOs 

focused on advocacy and research. Our members cover a diverse range of subjects in the area 

of human rights of migrant & refugee women, with economic empowerment, anti-

discrimination & access to justice, and combatting male violence against women and girls, 

being the most frequent activities. 


