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On25November1960, the Mirabal sisterswere murdered for resisting a dictatorship.
Sixty-five years later, the world is still unsafe for women. The forms of violence have
changed, but the logic is the same: women are punished for saying no and for
existing as a political class with our own interests and boundaries.

Violence against women is not only bruises, rape and femicide. It is also the global systems
that turn women's bodies into commodities, our images into products, and our language
into a battleground. What dictators once imposed with guns is now enforced by markets
and ideologies that erase women as a political class and reduce us to bodies, services and
images to be bought and sold.

Prostitution is promoted as “work” and “choice”, yet in reality it is a system where men buy
access to women and girls whose options are shaped by abuse, poverty, migration, racism
and trauma. Legalising or normalising this system is not neutral: it takes the side of male
demand and confirms that women can be treated as sexual service providers.

Pornography, which is filmed prostitution, is sold as entertainment and fantasy, while it
is in fact a multibillion-dollar industry that records and broadcasts women's abuse and
commodification, training a generation to associate sexuality with aggression, degradation
and humiliation of women.

Surrogacy markets package pregnancy as kindness and altruism while outsourcing
risks to poorer women. The woman becomes the service, the baby the product, and the
contract the tool that limits a woman's rights to her own body and to the child she has
carried. Women's reproductive labour is extracted, packaged and sold.

At the same time, the very foundations of women's rights are being eroded. Our rights
were won on the recognition that women are oppressed on the basis of sex. When laws,
data and services stop naming sex, women lose the ability to count male violence, to
maintain women-only spaces, and even to name ourselves as a political class. We are
instructed to be kind, to be quiet, and to stop talking about sex and power, making
women's reality unspeakable.

Whether we look at the dictators of 1960 or today's globalised markets and identity
ideologies, we see the same pattern: systems that demand women be available,
compliant and silent, and that punish women who speak, organise and refuse.
When prostitution is normalised, pornography defended as freedom, surrogacy marketed
as kindness, and sex erased from law, this is not liberation. It is the legalisation and
legitimisation of violence against women.
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This year's theme focuses on ending digital violence. Yet we cannot honestly address
digital violence while refusing to name pornography, the industrial-scale sexualisation
of girls, and the silencing of women who defend sex-based rights. The internet is now a
major theatre of violence: porn platforms profit from rape, coercion, image-based sexual
exploitation and the sexualisation of girls; social media amplifies misogynistic abuse,
threats and harassment; with coordinated smear campaigns targeting women, especially
those who speak out about male violence, prostitution, pornography, surrogacy and the
erosion of sex-based rights.

A theme on digital violence that does not confront pornography, online sexual
exploitation and the systemic silencing of women is incomplete. It risks becoming
another slogan, another orange ribbon, while the machinery of abuse continues to
run. Ending violence against women and girls in digital spaces requires dismantling
the industries, systems and ideologies that fuel it.

In the midst of this bleak reality, we refuse despair. Every right women have today was
wrestled from systems that never intended us to live as free human beings.

Today, we remember women whose names history records, like the Mirabal sisters, and
those it does not: women resisting in their homes, workplaces, refugee camps and online
spaces flooded with hate; women who say no when they are expected to say yes, women
who protect their daughters and sisters; women who organise quietly and refuse to
bargain away their rights out of fear.

Their daily, often invisible, battles are shaping our rights and freedoms. On this 25
November, we honour them. We commit to ensuring their struggles are not wasted, their
courage not forgotten, and their demands not reduced to slogans. We remember those
on whose shoulders we stand and stand alongside those whose victories are still to
come, knowing that our freedom from male violence depends on them.
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